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History of Land Protection 
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1 Essex County Greenbelt Association is a regional land trust 
working on land protection efforts throughout Essex County.  
For more information about the organization, go to 
www.ecga.org.  
2Mass Audubon is a conservation organization whose mission 
is to protect the nature of Massachusetts for people and 
wildlife.  For more information about Mass Audubon, go to 
www.massaudubon.org.  
3 The Trustees of Reservations is a state-wide land trust with 
properties throughout Massachusetts.  For more information, 
go to www.thetrustees.org.  
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4 The Massachusetts Division of Conservation Services 
encourages communities to develop OSRPs to document 
important natural resources, catalogue existing protected 
lands, identify lands that merit permanent protection, assess 
the demand for active recreation facilities, and identify sites 
that can accommodate these facilities.  Communities seeking 
certain state funds for land protection must have a current 
OSRP to qualify for funding.  Plans must be updated and 
approved by the State every five years.  For more information, 
go to http://www.mass.gov/envir/dcs/openspace/default.htm 
http://www.mass.gov/envir/dcs/openspace/default.htm. 
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5 TDR is a Zoning tool that identifies areas meriting 
conservation and areas where development is welcome, and 
allows land owners from the conservation area to sell the 
rights to develop their properties to land owners in the area 
slated for development, thus permanently protecting the 
conservation area.  TDR is complex and has been adopted by 
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Bringing the Pieces Together 
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only a few Massachusetts communities, including Plymouth 
and Groton.  For more information about TDR, see 
http://www.mass.gov/envir/smart_growth_toolkit/pages/mod-
tdr.html.   
6 The Community Preservation Act (CPA)6, a law passed by 
the legislature in 2000, allows municipalities to impose a 
surcharge on property taxes of up to 3% in order to establish a 
fund for land protection, historic preservation, affordable 
housing and active recreation.  Under the Act, the State 
imposes a fee for all transactions at the Registry of Deeds, and 
these fees are used to provide participating communities with 
a state match of up to 100% of locally-collected CPA funds.  
The CPA requires that 10% of funds collected annually be set 
aside for each of land protection, historic preservation, and 
affordable housing.  The remaining 70% can be used in any 
proportion for any of these three uses, as well as for active 
recreation facilities.  The Act also allows municipalities to 
bond against future revenue from the local surcharge for 
projects that meet CPA criteria6.  All expenditures of CPA 
money, including bonding, require a majority vote at Town 
Meeting (but do not require a ballot box vote.)  The CPA can 
be used as a local source to match state grants such as the Self-
Help grants.  For more information about the Community 
Preservation Act and a copy of the Act, go to 
www.communitypreservation.org or 
http://commpres.env.state.ma.us/content/cpa.asp. 
7 The Self-Help program, now called the Land Acquisitions 
for Natural Diversity Program, is a state grant reimbursement 
program which provides municipalities with partial funding 
for the acquisition of important conservation land.  The grants 
requires a local match.   For more information about these 
grants, go to 
http://www.mass.gov/envir/dcs/selfhelp/default.htm.  

	
(�	���	��9����	��	���	6���	%�
��	����������	���	
����	

��	�
������
���	��	���	:��
������	��	
�������
����	
��	5����
����A�	,��+	!����
��	
�
����
��	)��������	�����
� C�	�����	����������	
���	������	�
�����	
�	
�	
��
	��	��������

	
��������
���	��
�	�������	������	��������
����	���	
���������� 		���
�	����	������
����	���	���	
�������	������	�������	���	

��	����������	��	���	
������	�
������	���
�����	��	���	���������	
��
���	�
���	
�
������	
��	�
����	��
����

	
��	
���
���

	�������	���	

��	�������
����	��	����	
�
����	
��
 	
	

	
	
4�
����
��	��	,��=�	���	�����	������	�
�����	


��	����������	�����������	�
�	���������	����	
	


�������	���������	�

��	���	����
������	��	
���	,7 +"
���	������	)�

�� *	��	���	������
��	����	

                                                 
8 The Heritage Landscape Inventory program works to 
“identify, document and plan for the protection of heritage 
landscapes that are vital to the history, character and quality of 
life” in Massachusetts communities.  During 2004-2005, DCR 
worked with 32 of the 34 communities in Essex County to 
identify important cultural, historic, and natural landscapes 
that merited protection.  Newburyport and Newbury 
participated, while West Newbury declined to participate.  
DCR produced “reconnaissance survey” reports that 
documented their findings in each of the 32 communities.  
More about the program and copies of each community’s 
reconnaissance report can be found at 
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/histland/Inventoryprog.
htm.  
9 Coffin  Island is not truly an island.  It was historically called 
an island because it comprises an upland surrounded by 
standing water during heavy rain 
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10 The Trust for Public Land is a national, non-profit land 
conservation organization that can assist communities with 
complex land acquisition projects.  TPL provides expertise in 
developing an acquisition strategy, negotiating deals, 
assembling financing, and developing and implementing 
public education campaigns.  TPL can take short-term 
ownership of a parcel while a municipality works through the 
required public process to purchase land. 
11 The Parker River Clean Water Association is a non-profit 
advocacy group whose mission is the protection of the Parker 
River.  The Little River, a tributary to the Parker River, 
borders the Common Pasture . 
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12 Chapter 61A of the Massachusetts General Laws allows 
lower property tax assessments for properties actively engaged 
in agriculture.  In return for the lower assessment, the 
municipalities have the right to purchase the land within 120 
days after an owner notifies the town that the land is being 
removed from the program if the town can meet a fair market 
purchase price offered by a developer.  While Chapter 61A 
does not provide strong protection for parcels, it does provide 
an opportunity for communities to protect significant parcels 
threatened by development.  Communities with the CPA are 
best positioned to respond when properties are being 
withdrawn from the 61A program.    
 
13 Newbury has not had a strong track record of pursuing land 
protection.  At the time the Wet Meadows parcel was in play, 
the majority of the Board of Selectmen was not in favor of 
land protection efforts, particularly if they would require town 
resources. 
14 The Conservation Partnership Grants are awarded to non-
profit organizations for the purpose of purchasing important 
conservation land in Massachusetts.  For more information, 
see http://www.mass.gov/envir/dcs/conservation/default.htm.  
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